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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . The Examiner withdrawals the rejection under the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 
112 based on Applicant's amendment to further clarify the claims and more completely 
explain the evaluation value. 
2. 

Claim Objections 

3. Claim 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: paragraph 6 of 
claim 1 should cite, "a thinning mechanism configured to reduce ...". Appropriate 
correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

4. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

5. Claim 2 recites the limitation "a preservation mechanism" in line 3. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
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applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

7. Claims 1, 2, and 4-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Chotoku et al. (US Pat. No. 6,728,473). 

The applied reference has a common inventor with the instant application. 
Based upon the earlier effective U.S. filing date of the reference, it constitutes prior art 
under 35 U.S.C. 102(e). This rejection under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) might be overcome 
either by a showing under 37 CFR 1.132 that any invention disclosed but not claimed in 
the reference was derived from the inventor of this application and is thus not the 
invention "by another," or by an appropriate showing under 37 CFR 1.131. 

8. Consider claim 1. Chotoku et al. teaches a video-signal recording and playback 
apparatus for recording and playing back a video signal of a television-broadcast 
program (fig. 1), said video-signal recording and playback apparatus comprising: a 
recording mechanism configured to record a video signal onto an information recording 
medium (col. 4, lines 31-37); an extraction mechanism configured to extract a 
representative picture from a video signal to be recorded (col. 5, line 67 - col. 6, line 1); 
an attachment mechanism to associate an evaluation value to a representative picture 
extracted by said extraction mechanism (col. 6, line 66 - col. 7, line 26); a preservation 
mechanism configured to preserve a representative picture extracted by said extracting 
mechanism in said information-recording medium (col. 8, lines 37-41); and a thinning 
mechanism configured to reduce a number of representative pictures preserved by said 
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preservation mechanism in said information-recording medium based on said evaluation 
value (col. 7, lines 42-58). 

9. Consider claim 2. Chotoku et al. teaches a video-signal recording and playback 
wherein said extraction mechanism, said attachment mechanism, said preservation 
mechanism and said thinning mechanism are capable of carrying out their respective 
pieces of processing concurrently with processing carried out by said recording 
mechanism to record a video signal onto said information-recording medium (col. 8, 
lines 37-41). 

10. Consider claim 4. Chotoku et al. teaches a video-signal recording and playback 
apparatus wherein said attachment mechanism is capable of attaching evaluation 
values to representative pictures in such a way that said evaluation values are 
dispersed along said time axis (col. 8, lines 28-36). 

1 1 . Consider claim 5. Chotoku et al. teaches a video-signal recording and playback 
apparatus according to claim 1 wherein said thinning mechanism is capable of carrying 
out a thinning process on representative pictures recorded by said preservation 
mechanism on said information-recording medium on the basis of resemblance of said 
representative pictures (col. 7, lines 42-57). 

12. Consider claim 6. Chotoku et al. teaches a video-signal recording and playback 
method adopted in a video-signal recording and playback apparatus for recording and 
playing back a video signal of a television-broadcast program (fig. 1), said video-signal 
recording and playback method comprising: a recording step of recording a video signal 
onto an information-recording medium (col. 4, lines 31-37); an extracting step of 
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extracting a representative picture from said video signal to be recorded (col. 5, line 67 
- col. 6, line 1); an attaching step of attaching an evaluation value to said representative 
picture extracted at said extracting step (col. 6, line 66 - col. 7, line 26); a preserving 
step of preserving said representative picture extracted at said extracting step in said 
information-recording medium (col. 8, lines 37-41); and a thinning step of carrying out a 
thinning process on a number of representative pictures preserved at said preserving 
step in said information-recording medium on the basis of said evaluation value 
attached by said attaching mechanism (col. 7, lines 42-58). 
13. Consider claim 7. Chotoku et al. teaches a recording medium for storing a 
program to be executed by a video-signal recording and playback apparatus for 
recording and playing back a video signal of a television-broadcast program, wherein 
said program is a computer readable program (col. 9, lines 3-33), execution of 
instructions of program implement a method comprising: a recording step of recording a 
video signal onto an information-recording medium (col. 4, lines 31-37); an extracting 
step of extracting a representative picture from said video signal to be recorded (col. 5, 
line 67 - col. 6, line 1); an attaching step of attaching an evaluation value to said 
representative picture extracted at said extracting step (col. 6, line 66 - col. 7, line 26); a 
preserving step of preserving said representative picture extracted at said extracting 
step in said information-recording medium (col. 8, lines 37-41); and a thinning step of 
carrying out a thinning process on a number of representative pictures preserved at said 
preserving step in said information-recording medium on the basis of said evaluation 
value attached by said attaching mechanism (col. 7, lines 42-58). 



Application/Control Number: 09/904,322 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2621 

Allowable Subject Matter 

14. Claim 3 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would 
be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

15. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

a. US Pat. No. 5,809,202 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mishawn N. Dunn whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7635. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 7:30 AM to 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thai Tran can be reached on 571-272-7382. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
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you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Mishawn Dunn 
April 12,2006 




